tions. Readers have downloaded 71,000 copies of papers as of September 2003. This is probably more than the total number of papers distributed in proceedings, journals and other sources combined. This enthusiastic response indicates that many people are open-minded and seriously interested in the subject. The papers are not easy to read, and it is not likely that people are downloading them repeatedly merely to poke fun at them as some skeptics have done. It is not clear how many different people the site has attracted. The online web hosting utility program records precisely how many papers are downloaded daily, and how many visitors come each day, but it does not record how many people are visiting for the first time and how many are returning for a second or third visit. We do not ask visitors to sign in, so we have no way to record names or any other personal information, thus we cannot distinguish between unique visitors and repeat visitors. We estimate somewhere between 30,000 and 50,000 different visitors have come. The most popular papers on the site have been downloaded 3,000-6,000 times (see Fig. 1 ) Most others have been downloaded 100-600 times. Assuming that one person would not repeatedly download the same paper, and that some readers have not download the most popular papers, 30,000 is a reasonable minimum estimate. Some readers may download papers and then e-mail copies to their friends. It is not possible to keep track of how often this happens. Google and other search utilities have not found many copies of these papers uploaded at other web sites.
LENR-CANR has distributed 71,000 papers, or approximately 20 gigabytes of data. Operating the web site for 10 months has cost us $200, or about 0.3 cents per paper. Distributing this many printed documents by mail would cost roughly $100,000 in direct costs including postage, paper, copy machine toner and so on, and it would be a full-time job for several people. We distribute 300-600 papers per working day. Without the Internet, there is no way cold fusion researchers can reach a sympathetic audience. Thousands of people scattered around the world are interested in this subject and willing to read papers with an open mind. The potential audience even today may be in the hundreds of thousands. There is no cost-effective way to reach them except the Internet.
The skewed distribution of papers and the most popular titles tell us a great deal about the audience. Most people are interested in experiments, not theory. Papers describing the political aspects of cold fusion and the controversy are not very popular. The three most popular papers on the site are Passell's description of Kevin Wolf's radiation data at Texas A&M, 3 Mizuno's paper on plasma electrolysis, 4 and Edmund Storms' Students Guide to Cold Fusion. 5 Together they represent 21% of all download papers.
After the site was established a secondary purpose emerged: to preserve electronic manuscripts, data, photographs and other experimental evidence in an archive. Since, the field began 14 years ago a depressing amount of critical information has been lost. After Martin Fleischmann's secretary died, her computer disappeared along with many of Fleischmann's manuscripts in electronic form. In one of George Miley's papers 6 the SEM photographs in Fig. 2(b) were preserved as high-definition images on a hard disk, but the images in Fig. 2 (a) were lost and had to be scanned from a poor quality printed copy of the paper in a proceedings. Many other people, we have discovered, do not have their papers in electronic format, which makes distribution difficult. We urge all researchers to place as much of their critical information as possible on the site where it can be preserved and widely distributed.
Old documents can be converted from the paper format back into computer files, but the quality of the graphs and figures always degrades, and often equations cannot be recreated precisely as the author intended them to be. The process is time-consuming and error prone. When an author sends us a paper in electronic format, it usually takes us 15 min to register the paper in the Library index system, convert it into Acrobat format, and upload it. When an author provides a paper copy, it takes anywhere from four hours to a week to prepare it.
The site reached a peak of popularity just before summer vacation began at U.S. and European universities. After Memorial Day, readership fell abruptly from 4,000 papers per week to around 1,700. We hope this indicates that many readers are high school and college students, and there is some recent evidence for this: readership picked up during the summer session and at the beginning of the fall semester. On the other hand, this may indicate that nearly everyone in the world who wishes to read about cold fusion has already read the material on our site, and the market for cold fusion information is saturated. If authors would send us more papers readership might increase.
Papers presented at this conference will be available in full text on the site in a new section: ICCF10 Proceedings. In addition, a new journal focusing on the field is being created and submitted papers will also be available on line.
7 As a result, this web site is becoming a complete source of information about LENR and cold fusion.
